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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Application filed 8/26/03 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-35 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 26 August 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. |3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. (3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-35 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
With respect to claims 1-28, the cited prior art does not disclose, teach or 
suggest, alone or in combination, a connecting terminal comprising a spring 
terminal element having a spring limb and a contact limb opposite the spring limb 
where an electrical conductor is inserted between them and resting against the 
contact limb; and said spring limb and said contact limb each being supported 
against a busbar for absorbing spring forces. 

With respect to claims 29-35, the cited prior art does not disclose, teach or 
suggest, alone or in combination, a connecting terminal comprising a planar 
busbar retaining a spring terminal element, wherein said busbar is oriented 
perpendicular to the width direction of said spring terminal element and said 
spring terminal element is supported against the busbar for absorbing spring 
forces. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Fricke et al. (US 6,796,855 B2) disclose an electrical 
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conductor connecting means. Cisey (US 6,682,364 B2) discloses a connection 
device with pusher. Yano (US 6,464,545 B2) discloses an electrical device 
connection terminal. Landis et al. (US 6,428,343 B1) disclose an electrical 
connector for power conductors. Despang (US 6,350,162 B1 ) discloses a 
resilient electrical contact for large conductors. Beege et al. (US 6,280,233 B1) 
disclose a resilient contact for electrical conductors. Stefaniu et al. (US 
6,074,242) disclose a wire-trap connector for solderless compression connection. 
Roman (US 5,915,991) discloses a lever terminal for electrical connectors. 
Davidsz et al. (US 5,816,867) disclose a curved wire spring clamp with optimized 
bending stress distribution. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Adolfo Nino whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-1981. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Dean A Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext. 
31 . The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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